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The Kingdom of Eswatini has the highest HIV/AIDS incidence in the world.

However, the mission of the Piggs Peak Partnership is not focused on reducing
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HIV/AIDS incidence but rather on alleviating its devastating effects. The toll of
AIDS on Eswatini has been profound and far-reaching. It has led to alarming
mortality rates among middle-aged adults, resulting in a growing number of
orphans and child-headed households. These children, left without parents due
to AIDS, are increasingly vulnerable, caring for themselves or being cared for by
grandparents, often at great personal cost. Additionally, the loss of a significant
portion of the adult workforce during their prime years has crippled the country's

economy.

In response, the Partnership has focused on supporting Swazi youth, especially
orphans and vulnerable children, by providing education and, in many cases,
acting as surrogate parents for those who have lost their own parents to AIDS.
We also supply food to families who are unable to afford it. We have left the job
of reducing the incidence of HIV/AIDS to organizations with the necessary
expertise. And the progress has been significant. Recent reports indicate that,
over the last decade, the incidence of HIV in adults has dropped significantly,
and viral load suppression has notably increased. This is a crucial advancement:
when an individual's viral load is suppressed, their health improves, their risk of
HIV-related ilinesses diminishes, and they cannot transmit the virus to others,

even through sexual contact.

This progress has largely been driven by the widespread use of antiretroviral
therapy (ART), a life-saving combination of medications that, while not a cure,
significantly prolongs life and improves health. ART must be taken for life, but its
impact is undeniable. Consider the example of a young Swazi mother living with
HIV, who is now healthier and able to care for her children. Thanks to her
suppressed viral load, she can also ensure that she does not transmit HIV to any

future children during birth.

Historically, US government funding has supported the provision of ART in



Eswatini. However, a letter from the Trump administration announced the
termination of this vital funding “for the convenience of the US government.” The
abruptness of this decision is particularly damaging, offering the country no time
to adjust—or even to determine if adjustment is possible. This decision will
undoubtedly lead to increased deaths among those living with HIV, a rise in HIV
transmission to sexual partners, and, tragically, to infants born to HIV-positive

mothers.

Despite this enormous setback, the Piggs Peak Partnership remains steadfast in
its commitment to alleviating the impact of HIV/AIDS in Eswatini. However, the
hard-won progress in reducing HIV/AIDS incidence is now at risk, and our task

ahead has just become even greater.






Mark Twain famously said:

“Action speaks louder than words but not nearly as often."

As a result of the US Administration’s freeze on foreign aid, including its effect
on Eswatini. Many Swazi students who relied on US funding were sent home

from school, facing an uncertain future.

While many have spoken out against this decision, one generous couple chose
to act. Hearing the call for help, they donated enough funds to the Piggs Peak
Partnership to save 25 students who had been sent home from school! These
young Swazis, having lost hope, now have their school fees covered for 2025,

offering them a lifeline and a renewed chance at education.

We selected the 25 rescued based on need and circumstances. There was a
disproportionate number of Form 5 (Grade 12) students chosen. These young
Swazis had completed 4 years of high school but had been expelled just one
year shy of graduation due to lack of funding. Form 5 is the most expensive year
of high school, as it incudes final exam fees, but our benefactors generously

covered those costs as well.

Our partner, Linda Mathunjwa, oversees Peak Central High School and shared

a brief report on Six of the re-admitted students:

“Ncedo Dlamini was dropped by Young Heroes who had been his main sponsor
for the past two years. He was so happy for the opportunity to get back to school.
His parents couldn’t afford to get him to school as they both unemployed and

living on piece jobs.



Bongiswa Nhlabatsi was also a student of Young Heroes and dropped due to
the crack down. Both parents are unemployed and surviving on grandmother

grants.

Mlandvo Mamba was dropped by Young Heroes. His parents are separated. His
mother remarried and his unemployed father does piece jobs to keep family of

three going.

Hlengiwe Mdluli’s parents are old and unemployed. The Form 5 boy was
already job hunting, and he was happy to hear someone is willing to get him back

to school.

Luyanda Dlamini was so saddened by being sent home without school. Both
parents stopped working during Covid and were living on crumbs. He is now

looking forward to catching up with his studies.

Nokwethu Mathonsi had just started work as a nanny when | called about
school. She was so delighted. She will be staying with her new boss now to get

food and shelter as her parents are unemployed and cannot afford to feed her.”
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Today, 25 students

in Eswatini have renewed hope for a brighter future because of two special

people whose actions shone a light in the midst of these dark times.
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