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In a world that feels increasingly divided, the Piggs Peak Partnership is rooted in 

a powerful philosophy: Ubuntu—"I am because we are." It transcends 

geographic boundaries and political differences reminding us that we are all 

neighbours, bound by a shared humanity. The belief that we should care for our 

neighbours drives our work in Eswatini, where we currently pay high school fees 

for 500 Starfish students who couldn’t otherwise afford to attend - half of them 

females. 

   

Education is a lifeline in Eswatini, especially for girls. But gender inequality, 

harmful cultural norms, and violence against women and girls continue to 

threaten their futures. Between January and May this year, the Swaziland Action 

Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA) recorded 1,172 cases of gender-based 

violence. In May alone, there were 260 reported cases—most happening at 

home, and most involving perpetrators known to the victims. And because abuse 

is so often hidden, the true numbers are likely even higher. 

 

In this context, supporting girls' education is not only about opportunity—it’s 

about safety, dignity, and empowerment. Girls who stay in school are less likely 

to experience early marriage or violence, and more likely to achieve 

independence and leadership. 

 

We see the power of this every day. Nokuthula Tsela was 21 and out of school 

when the Piggs Peak Partnership stepped in. She had dropped out in Grade 8 

due to financial hardship and had lost hope. With our support, she returned to 

Grade 8 and graduated high school at the age of 25. She went on to earn her 

degree from the University of Eswatini and become a high school teacher in 

Mbabane, shaping the futures of the next generation. 

 



 

Nokuthula says, “The support from Hampton has shown us that dreams can 

come true. It changed my life. I hope to give back, both as a teacher and possibly 

as a sponsor myself.” 

This is Ubuntu in action - not charity, but a reflection of our shared humanity. 

When one of us succeeds, it lifts us all. 

 

Mathie Mathunjwa, himself a graduate of the program, speaks to how girls’ 

education transforms not just individuals, but entire communities: “An educated 

woman cannot stand being cheated on, getting slapped by their husbands… they 

will stand their ground and fight. For young women, education is power. For all 

the men in Piggs Peak, this is civilization. I would not be writing this email if it 

were not for the Hampton Kids. I used to be one of them too. Please do not stop 

helping.” 

 

At the Piggs Peak Partnership, we believe that educating young Swazis, 

especially girls, is a moral and social imperative. It is also a demonstration of the 

compassion that connects us as human beings. 

 

 



 

 



 

In Eswatini, the need for support is urgent and personal—urgent because poverty 

and violence continue to threaten the safety and future of women and children, 

and personal because they are experienced daily by students and families we 

know by name. The Piggs Peak Partnership is responding with practical help—

funding education for high school students and delivering groceries to 30–40 

families each month. 

  

Last week, TK Maseko, one of our partners on the ground in Eswatini, shared a 

powerful glimpse into the challenges faced by the communities we support. He 

tells us that violence against women and children remains heartbreakingly 

common, often driven by deep-rooted issues of poverty, control, and lack of 

education. Some women stay in unsafe relationships simply because their 

partner provides food or shelter—support given not out of love, but as a means 

of control. “Buying groceries is not a gift,” TK explained, “it’s to make sure the 

lady does not look at any other man.” 

 

This environment of economic dependency leaves girls especially vulnerable. TK 

tells us that one student in our Starfish program became pregnant after accepting 

money for bus fare. She had no other way to get to school on a rainy morning. 

Now she faces the burden of judgment and shame for a situation rooted in 

desperation, not choice. 

 

Education is the most powerful tool we have to break this cycle. Our mission is 

to ensure that both girls and boys have the education they need to build better 

futures. Boys must learn that love does not mean ownership, and girls must be 

empowered to make independent choices. “Boys will become men,” TK wrote, 

“so educating them now will be a great benefit tomorrow.” 

 



 

At the same time, the basic need for food cannot be overlooked. When children 

go hungry, they are more likely to fall into dangerous situations, trading safety 

and dignity for the smallest of essentials—like a ride to school or a bag of rice. 

That’s why our monthly grocery deliveries are so vital. For students, it can mean 

avoiding choices no one should have to make. For families, it can mean surviving 

another day. 

 

TK tells us that one of our grocery deliveries in May reached an elderly couple 

just in time. With nothing to eat all day, the woman had lit a fire, praying for 

something to cook. Moments later, our team arrived with groceries. “Before we 

left, the food was ready. To my surprise, she offered us a plate to eat. It was quite 

a touching moment.” 

This is the impact of your donations—real help, in real time, to people who really 

need it. Your support allows us to feed families, educate youth, and offer hope in 

the face of hardship. 
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